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Black First Dark Middle Gray Light First White
Dark Gray Textured  Gray - 18% - Textured Gray Light Gray

– TONAL DISTRIBUTION AS IT RELATES TO THE FINE PHOTOGRAPHIC PRINT –

TEXTURAL RANGE 

ZONE V

Black cloth

Black & white
place value

– Range of Information Content –
White side of 

gray card

Key Black Key White

NO TEXTURE NO TEXTURE

Lack indicates Lack indicates Lack indicates
UNDEREXPOSURE UNDEREXPOSURE OVEREXPOSURE 

– Harshness –

and OVERDEVELOPEMENT or OVERDEVELOPEMENT

Fine tonal distinctions Fine tonal distinctions
gives RICHNESS & MOOD

gives TEXTURE & SMOOTHNESS
Fine tonal distinctions

gives BRILLIANCE

Caucasian Caucasian
Black skin

in sun
skin in sunskin in shade

BIG SECRET: Fine 35mm printers often manufacture key blacks
 or key whites by burning and bleaching

Using ZONE lll as the PLACE VALUE we use Zone Vll to
determine developement - Expansion or Compression -

BARRETT PhotoGRAPHICS 1991

– Exposure Meter Reading –
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